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Caring for Country for over 50,000 years, 
Australia’s Indigenous peoples have set an 
example not only for our nation, but also for 

our planet.

We acknowledge Australia’s traditional 
owners and custodians of country, the 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 
- the first innovators and carers of this land.  

We especially recognise the Elders of 
tomorrow – they are the future of this earth.  

Let us all join together to respect and 
acknowledge all First Nations so that we may 

walk forward together. 

Acknowledgement to Country
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Foreword

The United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) not only highlighted the 
challenges we face on our planet, but also the opportunities. Launched in August 2016, the 
Young Australians’ Plan for the Planet Program was developed to engage young people to 
not only address these challenges, but  also to use best practice management and global 
competency approaches to leverage these opportunities.  This book is the work created by 
over 240 students in 17 schools across Australia in developing a national plan for 
economic, ecological and social sustainability based on the SDGs. In presenting this, we 
also acknowledge the invaluable support from the key stakeholders of the program, 
without whom the initiative and development would not have been possible. 

Finally, we look forward to you joining us as we extend this exciting journey internationally 
and building a world that is sustainable for all. Why is this important? As so succinctly 
stated by Ban Ki-moon, ‘There is no Plan B, because we do not have a Planet B’. 

Ian Chambers
Director,
Young Australians’
Plan for the Planet Program

© 2017 Young Australians’ Plan for the Planet program www.planfortheplanet.org.au



Preface

With a focus on young people and the future, 
Questacon is promoting awareness of the Global 
Goals. Young people will need to be part of a 
solutions generation addressing some significant 
planetary scale challenges. This project uses 
business planning and management principles to 
prioritise actions in both local and national 
contexts. It empowers and connects young people, 
harnessing their energy and passion to develop a 
plan for the planet. This will be an active plan that 
improves and grows each successive year as more 
young people join in. Importantly, the project gives 
young people a voice for the future.

Professor Graham Durant, 
Director, Questacon         

Encouraging young Australians to 
contribute to a future plan for the planet 
is essential. This program embraces 
youth as the designers and 
implementers of our sustainable future 
Earth. The Australian National University 
is pleased to be a stakeholder in this 
program and acknowledges the 
important role young people have to 
play in the national and international 
implementation of the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals.

Professor Brian Schmidt, 
Vice Chancellor, 
Australian National University

Of the marketing challenges facing our generation, the ultimate one must be addressing climate 
change and the ensuring of sustainable outcomes.  To make progress on getting the community to 
understand the potential downsides of a business as usual approach, we need simple and clear ideas 
combined with compelling, but accurate, communication.  Who else but the leaders of tomorrow’s 
world are going to be able to capture the essence to solving this imperative? We are delighted to be 
involved in this wonderful project.

Scientia Professor John Roberts, UNSW Business School
Professor Pam Morrison, Head of Marketing Discipline Group, UTS
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The Schools
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The Teams (Students and Teachers)
EcoZone 1 :
Kent Street SHS 
Perth WA
Brendan Gooding
Casey Eggleston
Colin Tanjaya
Emma Lim
Ethan Hunt
Jared Hazeldean
Jessica Bowman
Jordan Mollenoyux
Lilly Collis
Lily Lu
Samantha Lamont
Vinodaarshini Vigneswaran
Vivien Low
Leola Pfaffling
Kiran Leitchford
Kathleen Booth
Oisin McFadden
Suzy Urbaniak

EcoZone 2 :
Whyalla HS SA
Chase Tee
Tiba Sabri
Shakira Salter
Erryn Hoskin
Cassidy Kersten
Brianna Graham
Lachlan Anderson
Anastacia Nikolinakos
Jesse Marshall
Tayla Dempsey
Isabelle Maslin
Dakoda Frodsham-Press
Khye Holmes
Ryan Winders
Jackson Taylor
Frederick Ward
Jessica Cleasby
Hannah Murray
Madison Grillett
Tyra Spirat
Angela Collins
Samara Whiting
Kaytlin Formby
Mikayla Clarke
Meiles Manser
David Fargher

EcoZone 3 :
Kent Street SHS
Perth WA
Lee-an Lu
Ryan Wreford
Elita Mujokoto
Navirnyaa Selvarajah
Hari Anesh
Orlane Marche
Pooja Prasad
Haylee Porter
Bei Yi Tin
Abdullah Ali Azgor
Ayesha Davison
Christopher Sunley
Adamaris Rondon Guzman
Kathleen Booth
Oisin McFadden
Suzy Urbaniak

EcoZone 4 :
The Essington School
Darwin NT
Christina Robson
Sourab Sebastian
Leila Heinrich
Luca Finocchiaro
Tendai Nesvinga
Gemma Antonino
Danika Zamolo
Mark Zeroni
Marcia Dawson
Eva Hunt
Samuel Brownscombe
Aari Oliphanthand
Kate Kain

EcoZone 5 :
Kolbe Catholic College
Melbourne Vic
Nancy Youhana
Kaylee Vo
Jay Gusman
Aidan Suski
Bianca Palmieri
Andraws Jones
Crystal Bird
Meena Hana
Rihan Rofaeel
Rose Yako
Jessica Petrus
Emily McKibbin
Hannah Terry
Erin Lane
Malcolm Duncan

EcoZone 6 :
Riverton & District
HS SA
Kiara Dransfield
Ella Fiegert
Luke Hartwell
Connor Darwin
Hannah Schwartz
Austin Redden
Hayley Kernich
Ruth Wright
Ethan Loffler
William Noll
Breanne Overton
Madeleine Lamont
Caitlin Woods
Jessica Sidwell
Casey O'Toole
Kimberley Sellars
Emily Heathfield
Nicola Butler
Sharon Kent
Phibion Dhirori
Helen Godfrey

EcoZone 7 :
Investigator College
Goolwa SA
Alicia Crowhurst
Annie Watson
Benito Catinari
Ella Konings
Ella Richter
Isobella Cook
Jackson Robertshaw
Jacob Cook
Jake Delyster
James Litchfield
Jasmin Grist
Josh Brinkmann
Kate Dixon
Kiara McKay
Mikayla Furniss
Ruby Deacon
Mark Clayton
Nat Gilbert
Rebecca English

EcoZone 8 :
Norwood Morialta
Adelaide SA
Aayushi Patel
Aditya Mukherjee
Bisma Changez
Eden Menashe
Frank Wang
Giacinta Bibbo
Jake Morro
Rifat Saroar
Ronan Young
Sarah Brice
William Bai
Amber Washington
Sanjhi Shah
Damanpreet Kour
Sarah Creeper
Tina Niscioli

EcoZone 9 :
Pimlico SHS
Townsville Qld
Ashleigh Keable
Ayoka Wong
Brayden Burgess
Conal MacGregor
Dawn Henderson
Dylan Fields
Emily Robson
Emmanuel Lobis
Flony Anjilivelil
Jeong Oh Park
Karla Destefani
Lilyann Conrad
Matthew Newell
Robert Van Dyk
Sarah Wright
Simon Carter
Eva Hewitson
Clayton Jay
Glenn Edwards
Justin Virly

EcoZone 11 :
Pacific Lutheran
College Qld
Austin Beasley
Georgia Harle
Jack Clark
Lauren McCluskey
Michael Hewitt
Rebekah Pierce
Vivienne Casley
Alex Hickey
Jackson Laverick
Noah Bennett
Tahlia McGregor
Stephanie Keenan
Rae Hall
Wes Warner

EcoZone 12 :
Byron Bay HS NSW
Sophia Ball
Yemaya Balson
Aymeric Chevalier
Indiana Coles
Finnley Connors
Lily Crouch
Molly Davenport
Emma Giddy
Kate Giddy
Finley Green
Chloe Guye
Maggie Hall
Miki Hashimoto
Declan Hemphill
Lucy Irvine
Reuben Kobier
Asha Lee-Winton
Lila McDonald
Matilda Peacock
Nyha Plant
Liam Rushwood
Ash Simone
Harry Spiteri
Jarrah Sullivan
Louis Trisley
Timothy Yeung Packer
Summer Young
Yazew Wild
Stuart Galletly
Warren Lee
Andrew Minton

EcoZone 13 :
Ulladulla HS NSW
Brittany Walker
Darcy Forester-Sach
Josh Clugston
Anna Potter
Kate Brennan
Kristen Higgins
Kyle Hassler
Lachlan Page
Nathan O’Neill
Rachel Tidbury
Takesa Frank 
Gemma Smith
Leon Close
Yousef Aziz
Joshua Westerway

EcoZone 14 :
Roseville College 
NSW
Amy Lamont
Eleanor Taylor
Eliza Hoyland
Emma Viol
Georgie McArdle
Kate Kellow
Lauren Daly
Michelle Langtry
Samantha Ellwood
Sophie Amoyal
Tara Lloyd
Lloyd Walker
Alexandra Pentz

EcoZone 16 :
Aitken College Vic
Aimee Borg
Alijah Pakau
Andre Abdo
Brendan Giuffrida
Caitlin Vincent
Chelsea Di Martino
Claudia Sekulovski
Costa D’Angelo
David King
Emily Corso
Emre Ayan
Giann Siracusa
Hannah Williams
Irem Uyanik
Isaac Rogers
Isabella Crawford
Joshua Sicari
Kai Reynolds
Karla Smrdelj
Matisse Ziccarello
Matthew Pagnucco
Mikayla Barnes
Noah Davis
Selina Bakan
Shanya Prasad
Simone Touma
Cristy Herron
March Grech
Sarah Dennis

EcoZone 15 :
Brindabella Christian
College ACT
Alana Nay
Chloe Halpin
Emma Cooper
Grace Lewis
Holly McIlvray
Ishoura Consen
Lena Christopherson
Lindi Rebel
Maxwell Etherington
Monalissa Dube
Noah Spence
Othniel Ridley
Pranav Pativada 
Rohan Heffernan
Zoe Malone
Cecelia Davey
Dianna Fitzsimons

EcoZone 18 :
Viewbank College Vic
Ainslie Cassar
Alexaner Van Zyl Smit
Amber Lowe
Cara McCulloch
Christian Popovic
Iris Lai
Lucy Olsen
Max Willis
Nichola Ingvarson-Favretto
Nikita Trachevski
Prina Kanade
Sara Nair
Spencer Veal
Uche Ejorh
Vanessa Lin
Celia Hooper
John Patterson
Michael Ewer
Veena Nair

EcoZone 20 :
New Town HS Tas
Dominic Woolcock
Joel Cartledge
Finlay Semmens
Aayush Bagga
Riley Thurstans
Jacob Gilham
Max Hohman
Mason Attfield
Tom Roberts
Kelly Stone
Oliver Blum
Max Waters
Harrison Tunks
Caroline Remenyi
Warren Bounds
Hayley Noonan

EcoZone 19 :
Tasman District
HS Tas
Aariana Boonyanit
Alex Shoobridge
Ella Wellard
Faith Woodberry
Huon Burns
Jack Norman
Jacob Prestage
Jallanah Griffiths
Lily Skeggs
Molly Wellard
Saxon White
Tyson McKean
Devon Hill
Patrick Little
Nathan Evans
Brakynn Parker
Ethan Notes
Jackie Brown
Benjamin Vaughan-Williams

Program development and management
The OnePlanet Partnership
Ian Chambers: Director. Young Australians’ Plan for the Planet
Greg Campbell: Design and Communications Manager
Cheryl Campbell: Program Office Manager
Viviennne Cunningham-Smith: Content Consultant
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Program Overview
THE YOUNG AUSTRALIANS’ PLAN FOR THE PLANET PROGRAM :

Seventeen schools across Australia have each developed a sustainable development plan for their regional EcoZone, then synthesised their EcoZone
plans into a national sustainable development goal plan for Australia. This was presented in Canberra as part of National Science Week, August 2017.
What does the Young Australians’ Plan for the Planet Program involve? School teams each represent one of the 20 EcoZones that cover all major
Australian cities and regional areas. Twelve or more senior high school students, supported by teachers, have built their regional EcoZone plans and
have worked with all other participating schools to integrate these regional plans into the national plan.

The Young Australians’ Plan for the Planet Program was launched at Questacon in Canberra on 12 August 2016 as part of UN
International Youth Day.
Why the Young Australians’ Plan for the Planet? In 2016 the United Nations launched the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
as the framework to “end poverty, protect the planet and ensure prosperity for all.” The challenge has been engaging youth. The
Young Australians’ Plan for the Planet Program was developed to leverage the UN SDGs to empower, connect and harness the
insights and enthusiasm of young people to deliver integrated and coordinated sustainable development solutions.
Why a national schools program? The Plan for the Planet approach was developed in 2012 to leverage
the effectiveness of business planning, management and practice principles to achieve sustainable
outcomes. It has now been adapted to promote and deliver the UN SDGs based on its integration of
STEM (Science, Maths, Engineering, Technology), economics and geography knowledge with a focus on
leveraging business management, leadership, teamwork and global competency principles and best
practice. The focus is on developing youth leadership through local schools, universities and
communities to deliver regional and globally sustainable outcomes.

The	program	operated	over	Five	Key	Phases:	Phase	1.	Orientation	&	Research	Nov-Dec	2016;	Phase	2.	Discovery	Jan-Apr	2017;	Phase	3.	EcoZone Plan	Build	Apr-May	2017;	Phase	
4.	Combine	National	Plan	May-Jun	2017;	Phase	5.	Engage	&	Presentation	in	Canberra	Jul-Aug	2017.	Who	has	been	involved?	Schools	were	invited	to	participate	across	Australia	
covering	all	major	Australian	cities	and	regional	areas	and	representing	public,	private	and	independent	school	sectors.	Each school	then	invited	interested	senior	high	school	
students	and	teachers	to	participate	as	an	extra	curriculum	activity.

Who are the key program stakeholder organisations? Questacon, Future Earth Australia, UN Youth, Foundation for
Young Australians, Inspiring Australia, Australian National University (ANU), Frank Fenner Foundation, University of New
South Wales (UNSW), University of Technology Sydney (UTS), James Cook University (JCU), Charles Darwin University,
University of Tasmania, University of the Sunshine Coast, the UN Information Centre (UNIC) Canberra, UNESCO (SE Asia),
the Society for Responsible Design (SRD) and Osky Interactive. How is the program being evaluated? Monitoring and
evaluation methods from our university partners have been integrated throughout the program framework to measure
the effectiveness of the program in student skill development and achieving sustainable outcomes.
How has the program been funded? The pilot program has been funded through grants and support from Questacon
(scope and program development), Inspiring Australia (website development), ANU (program and media support), and
UNSW / UTS (research content development and evaluation). Schools attending the Canberra conference received grant
funding from the Australian Government. Additional corporate, government and community sponsors are now being
invited to extend the program internationally. How will the program move beyond the pilot? The program and website
have been developed to be replicated and scalable beyond Australia, facilitating potential adoption by other countries.
The longer term objective is an integrated and coordinated multi-country plan developed by young people to successfully
deliver the UN SDGs to 2030 and global sustainable development beyond.
For	more	information,	please	email:		contact@planfortheplanet.org.au or	visit		http://www.planfortheplanet.org.au/

Australia’s	20	EcoZones
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The Key Stakeholders
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The Process
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Australia
a	country	where	there	is	

respect	for	nature,	
observance	of	universal	human	rights,	
economic	justice	and	sustainability,	

and	a	culture	of	peace*.

The Vision

*Developed from the Earth Charter (2000)
© 2017 Young Australians’ Plan for the Planet program www.planfortheplanet.org.au



1. Sustainable Cities
2. Climate Action
3. Clean and Renewable Energy
4. Life on Land
5. Life Below Water
6. Equality of World Class Education
7. No Poverty
8. Food and Water Security
9. Equitable access to Quality Health Care
10.Partnerships for Sustainability

The Priorities
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The Plan: 1. No Poverty
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The Plan: 1. No Poverty iii-iv
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The Plan: 2. Zero Hunger
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The Plan: 2. Zero Hunger iii-iv
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The Plan: 3. Good Health and Well-Being
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The Plan: 3. Good Health and Well-Being iii-iv
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The Plan: 4. Quality Education
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The Plan: 4. Quality Education iii-iv
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The Plan: 5. Gender Equality

© 2017 Young Australians’ Plan for the Planet program www.planfortheplanet.org.au



The Plan: 5. Gender Equality iii-iv
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The Plan: 6. Clean Water and Sanitation
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The Plan: 6. Clean Water and Sanitation iii-iv
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The Plan: 7. Affordable and Clean Energy
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The Plan: 7. Affordable and Clean Energy iii-iv
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The Plan: 8. Decent Work and Economic Growth
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The Plan: 8. Decent Work & Economic Growth iii-iv
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The Plan: 9. Industry, Innovation & Infrastructure
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The Plan: 9. Industry, Innovation & Infrastructure iii-iv
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The Plan: 10. Reduced Inequalities
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The Plan: 10. Reduced Inequalities iii-iv
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The Plan: 11. Sustainable Cities & Communities

© 2017 Young Australians’ Plan for the Planet program www.planfortheplanet.org.au



The Plan: 11. Sustainable Cities & Communities ii-iv
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The Plan: 12. Responsible Consumption & Production
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The Plan: 12. Responsible Consumption & Production iii-iv
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The Plan: 13. Climate Action
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The Plan: 13. Climate Action iii-iv
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The Plan: 14. Life Below Water
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The Plan: 14. Life Below Water iii-iv
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The Plan: 15. Life on Land
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The Plan: 15. Life on Land iii-iv
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The Plan: 16. Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions
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The Plan: 16. Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions iii-iv
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The Plan: 17. Partnerships for the Goals
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The Plan: 17. Partnerships for the Goals iii-iv
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The Next Steps

THE YOUNG PERSONS’ PLAN FOR THE PLANET PROGRAM :

The Young Australians’ Plan for the Planet pilot program has now completed the final stage. This culminated in the
presentation of the Young Australians’ National Sustainable Development Goal Plan in Canberra on 10 August as part of the
launch of National Science Week. In addition, we have received significant expressions of interest from a number of other
countries both in South East Asia, Africa and other regions to extend the program to schools in their countries in the
2018/19 period. This is feasible as the program has been developed using a web based modular approach. Combining this
with a schools’ partnership and mentoring approach allows the program to be readily scalable and expandable. The 10 key
countries identified for the Young Persons’ Plan for the Planet international pilot program are Mauritius, Singapore, Japan,
NZ, China, Fiji, Samoa, Kenya and Costa Rica as well as Australia. Other countries have also expressed interest in being ‘fast
tracked’ into the international program including Canada, Finland, Dubai, Tanzania and Zimbabwe. With completion of the
successful roll out of the Australian national pilot program, expressions of interest are therefore being sought from
government, business and philanthropic organisations for the expansion into an international pilot program to commencing
2018. As this is an extra curriculum program, due to the ability to leverage economies of scale, the Year 2 funding estimate

Program 'Live Broadcasts': The Live Questacon YouTube broadcasts have been well received from schools and students and will be extended
internationally in the 2018 program. We have therefore established these on a regular monthly basis, with Presentation/Chat/Q&A format. Topics covered
have included: Working with UN Youth, Working with your regional University and working with community and government organisations. School 'Face
to Face Workshops’: Schools have also been provided with a range of workshops on the EcoZone Plan Build phase. Where resources have been available,
face to face workshops have also been provided by UN Youth on UN SDGs and working with regional Universities. Key Stakeholders Engagement: There
has been further engagement with a number of additional key stakeholders, Future Earth (Japan and International), Council of International Schools, the
Academy of Science (Australia) and Beyond Zero Emissions (BZE). This has also seen the expansion of a number of national and regional supporting
universities to now also include Charles Darwin University, University of South Australia, University of the Sunshine Coast, Curtin University as well as
potentially Kobe, Osaka and Tokyo universities in Japan.
Join Us: We look forward to you joining us in this exciting journey to build a world that is economically, ecologically and socially sustainable for all. Why is
this important? As so succinctly stated by Ban Ki-moon, ‘There is no Plan B because we do not have a Planet B’.

For	more	information,	please	email:		contact@planfortheplanet.org.au or	visit		http://www.planfortheplanet.org.au/

to expand to 50 schools in Australia and 9 other countries is approx. US$6,000 per school. Potential sponsors from government, business and the community are invited to join this
exciting journey as the program expands into the international pilot.

Key Program Feedback: The 2017 Australian pilot program far exceeded everyones expectations. Student feedback to teachers has been very positive; ‘I was concerned about the
future, however, I didn't have a voice. Now I have a voice!' (Kent Street High School Student, Perth), 'This is the most worthwhile thing that I have ever done at school' (New Town
High School Student, Hobart). In addition, several schools are already looking to incorporate the program into their curriculum for 2018, and a number of schools have also expressed
interest in partnering with schools in other countries –with some already having partners in place i.e. Australia-Japan. Program Website: The 12 month national pilot has provided
the scope to build a robust and comprehensive website that is now scalable on a national and international basis. ‘The website is fantastic - well organised and well resourced. It
makes the whole process very straightforward and manageable... in terms of providing schools and students with the tools to be part of the project.’ Head of Global
Education, Pimlico State High School, March 2017. The core website can be viewed at ‘planfortheplanet.org.au’.
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